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                      PENNSYLVANIA 

                    ACADEMIC DECATHLON

• Speech Rules & Guidelines •

STUDENTS WILL BE JUDGED ON THEIR ABILITY TO DO THE FOLLOWING:

· Organize ideas in a clear and logical pattern that is appropriate to the speaker’s purpose and convincing to the audience.

· Express ideas using effective vocabulary and the structures of English appropriate to formal usage.

· Present a physical image that aids the audience in the acceptance of the spoken ideas.

· Use voice (pitch, volume, and flexibility) to maintain maximum attention.
PREPARED SPEECH RULES:

•
The speech must be the original work of the student performing it, and speeches must not have been used for any other competition other than for the current academic decathlon season.

•
Note cards may be used.  Over-reliance on note cards represents a poorly prepared speech.

•
The speech may not be read.

•
The speech must be given while standing before the judges.

•
The speech must last between 3 ½ and 4 minutes.

•
No props may be used during the speech.

•
If a hearing-impaired student wishes to conduct his/her speech via sign language, then he/she may do so; however, the coach must notify the competition coordinator in advance of the competition, so arrangements can be made to accommodate an interpreter.  The student’s school is responsible for making arrangements for and covering the cost of a sign language interpreter.

•
If a student without a hearing impairment wishes to use sign language in his/her speech, he/she may do so; however, the student is responsible for providing an oral interpretation of the information that was signed, and this must be done within the given time limit of 4 minutes.

•
If a student wishes to use words or phrases from a foreign language in her/her interview, then he/she is responsible for translating those words and/or phrases into English, and this must be done within the given time limit of 4 minutes.  Foreign language interpreters will not be provided.
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PREPARED SPEECH PROCEDURE:

•
After introductions, the student should immediately begin delivering their prepared speech to the judges.  

•
A prepared speech in “in time” of the student speaks between 3 ½ and 4 minutes.  After the student has talked for three minutes, they will be shown the “1” minute card, meaning they have 1 minute remaining to speak.  After they have talked for 3 ½ minutes, they will be shown the “30” second card, meaning the students has spoken for 3 ½ minutes and has 30 seconds remaining.  After they have spoken for 4 minutes, they will be shown the “0” card, meaning time has expired.  The student must end their presentation immediately or risk a time penalty.

•
At the conclusion of their prepared speech, the student then gives their impromptu speech.
IMPROMPTU SPEECH RULES:

•
The speech must be given while standing before the judges.

•
Students may use note cards, so long as the note cards were prepared in front of the judges during the one-minute preparation period prior to the impromptu speech.

•
The speech must last between 1 ½ and 2 minutes.

•
If a hearing-impaired student wishes to conduct his/her speech via sign language, then he/she may do so; however, the coach must notify the competition coordinator in advance of the competition, so arrangements can be made to accommodate an interpreter.  The student’s school is responsible for making arrangements for and covering the cost of a sign language interpreter.

•
If a student without a hearing impairment wishes to use sign language in his/her speech, he/she may do so; however, the student is responsible for providing an oral interpretation of the information that was signed, and this must be done within the given time limit of 2 minutes.
•
If a student wishes to use words or phrases from a foreign language in her/her interview, then he/she is responsible for translating those words and/or phrases into English, and this must be done within the given time limit of 2 minutes.  Foreign language interpreters will not be provided.

IMPROMPTU SPEECH PROCEDURE:

•
The student will give their impromptu speech immediately following their prepared speech.  The impromptu speech must be between 1 ½ to 2 minutes.  Each room will have a panel of two or three judges.
•
After the student delivers their prepared speech, the judging chairperson will give the student a choice of three topic cards that each contains three topics choices.  Upon receipt of the cards, the timekeeper will say begin and the student will then have one minute prior to the speech for mental preparation of the topic they chose from that card.  Students may make notes on an index card provided to them.  When the student has used their one minute preparation period, the timekeeper will say stop.  The student should immediately begin delivering their impromptu speech for a period of two minutes.
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•
An impromptu speech in “in time” of the student speaks between 1 ½ and 2 minutes.  After the student has talked for one minute, they will be shown the “1” minute card, meaning they have 1 minute remaining to speak.  After they have talked for 1 ½ minutes, they will be shown the “30” second card, meaning the students has spoken for 1 ½ minutes and has 30 seconds remaining.  After they have spoken for 2 minutes, they will be shown the “0” card, meaning time has expired.  The student must end their presentation immediately or risk a time penalty.

•
At the conclusion of their impromptu speech, the student should leave the room and proceed to their next event.
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